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* Excluded from political power
* Subject to husbands and fathers

» Control of sexuality by men (seclusion)




PRACTICE

Livia Drusilla

(58 B.C.E. - 29 C.E.)
* Wife of Augustus
* Advisor

* Petitioner

* Wealthy
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Karen Armstrong on religion...

Build a connection with the
transcendent (God, Brahman,

Dao)
Create connection through

ritual and ethical practices
Develop new capacities of mind

and heart to sense the
transcendent (without logical
explanation)



““Religion is any cultural system of designated behaviors
and practices, world views, texts, sanctified places, ethics,
or organizations, that relate humanity to the supernatural
or transcendental. Religions relate humanity to what
anthropologist Clifford Geertz has referred to as a cosmic
"order of existence".' However, there is no scholarly
consensus over what precisely constitutes a religion.?

Cites: 1. Clifford Geertz, "Religion as a cultural system," in The interpretation of cultures: selected essays, (London:
Fontana Press, 1993), 87-125.

2. John Morreall and Tammara Sonn, "Myth 1: All Societies Have Religions," in 50 Great Myths of Religion (Oxford:
Wiley-Blackwell, 2013), 12-17; Brent Nongbri, Before Religion: A History of a Modern Concept, (New Haven, VT: Yale
University Press, 2013).
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Studying religion as HISTORIANS
g%é How they developed
g%@ Impact of their ideas

g&@ Change over time
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hristianity =
Heaven
Buddhism =
Nirvana
NEWE
Paradise




“For as many of you as

[the Buddha said] suppose there were baptized into Christ

are immeasurable hundreds,

thousands, ten thousands, have put on Christ. There is
millions of living beings who are  neither Jew nor Greek,
undergoing various trials and there is neither slave nor
suffering. If they hear of this : :

Bodhisattva Perceiver of the free’ there is neither male
Word’s Sounds and single- nor female; for you are all

mindedly call his name, then at one in Christ Jesus.”
once he will perceive the sound of
their voices and they will all gain

deliverance from their trials.” Universalism
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JUDAISM




Highlights of the story of Judaism

e Torah - first 5 books of the Old  * Resettled in Palestine; est.

Testament kingdom (early kings include
* Jews/Israelites/Hebrews Saul, David, and Solomon)

descendants of Abraham * Temple built by King Solomon
* Moved into Egypt, subjugated in Jerusalem

by pharaohs * Judea and Samaria

* Moses and exodus from Egypt ¢ conquered by Babylonians,
e 10 Commandments - Persians, Greeks, Romans

relationship with God/Yahweh ¢ covenant with God; coming of
the Messiah
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Moses, Yahweh, and
the 10 Commandments




Samaria/lsrael

Kings Saul, David,
and Solomon

Judah/Judea



King Solomon’s Temple

T

— — : ——

)




Covenant with God

ﬁg During Babylonian Captivity (starting
around 597 B.C.E.)

}/ Conquer enemies and become rulers

@ Arrival of Messiah
MONOTHEISM
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Aryans into India

1500B.C. HINDUISM

Vedas and Vedic
Religion



CORE HINDU BELIEFS

The World is illusive

= material world is unreal
= non-material world is real and permanent

% Fate in material world cannot be
changed



CORE HINDU BELIEFS
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DHARMA = CODE OF MORALS
A

4 )

Brahmin

Different e —

Kshatriyas

dharmas for
different
castes

Vaishyas



Moksha

Brahman -

Supreme cosmic
spirit; the world
soul




* Emphasis on a moral code

*Food, clothing, ritual
purification

Judaism &

Hinduism




CORE HINDU BELIEFS

The World is illusive

Reincarnation: karma and dharma

Moksha and Brahman



Religious Texts as
Historical Sources
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Book of Genesis

Chapter 1: 650 B.C.E.
Chapter 2: 850 B.C.E.
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