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Buddhism in China



68 CE
Buddhist monks at 
Han Imperial court



Chinese Buddhism
• Translations of Indian texts: 60-317 CE
• Lotus Sutra (255 CE)
• Bodhisattava: enlightened Buddhists on 
the brink of nirvana, act as intermediary



Chinese Buddhism 
and Daoism

• Emphasis on reflection and introspection
• Live in harmony with the Dao
• Retreat from world of politics and 

administration



Buddhism and 
the Northern 
Wei, 
(4th to 6th 
centuries C.E.)



Buddhism under 
the Sui and Tang 

Dynasties 
(589-907 C.E.)

Longxing Monastery in Hebei Province, China
First built in 586 C.E.



The Origin and Appeal of 
Christianity



Religion in the 
Roman Empire
•Pantheon of gods
•Mystery religions 
Mithras/Mithraism, cult of 
Isis
•Judaism: the Messiah and 
the kingdom of David



Jesus of Nazareth
4 B.C.E. to 30 C.E.



Jesus the Christ 
“the anointed 

one” and 
preaching



"Just as a mother would 
protect her only child at the 
risk of her own life, even so, 
let [my followers] cultivate a 
boundless heart towards all 
beings." (Karaniya Metta 
Sutta)

"You have heard that it was 
said 'Love your neighbour and 
hate your enemy,' but I tell 
you 'Love your enemies and 
pray for those who persecute 
you." (Matthew 5:43-44)



Spread of 
Christianity

Peter, 
d.64 C.E.

üBaptism
üRitual meal (Communion)
üDecember as birth of Christ
üSunday as day of worship

SYNCRETISM



Paul of Tarsus 
(d. 67 C.E.)
• Hellenized Jew
• Converts could come 

from anywhere

“There is neither Jew not Greek… 
neither slave nor free… neither 
male nor female, for you are all 
one in Christ Jesus.”



Religion of the book: creating 
the Christian Bible
• Letters of Peter, Paul, and others to various 

churches
• Gospels (Lives of Christ): Matthew, Mark, 

Luke, and John
• Mystical Writings: Apocalypse, Revelations
• Plus version of Jewish scriptures



Gospel of 
Mary 
Magdalene

• Discovered in the 19th century
• Dates from 2nd century



Spread of Christianity
•Appeal of salvation
•Universal message
•Role of women
•Sophisticated theology



Christianity in the Roman empire
•Subversive; challenge to Roman authority
•Persecution & Toleration



Persecution 
& Martyrdom

Perpetua and Felicity 
(d. 203 C.E.) in North 
African city of Carthage



Emperor Constantine
•Turning point
•Battle of Milvian Bridge, 

312 CE
•Protections and 

toleration of Christians
•Council of Nicaea, 325 CE

Rafael, c. 1508, Museum of Vatican, Rome, Italy



Nicene Creed

6th century manuscript of the Nicene Creed



Road to official religion
•312 CE – Battle of Milvian Bridge
•325 CE – Council of Nicaea
•360 CE – Final accepted version of the New 

Testament
•380 CE – Emperor Theodosius declares Christianity 

official state religion of the Roman Empire



Christian 
missionaries to 
northern Europe



Syncretism

Brigid à St. Bridget



The Origin and Appeal of 
Christianity


