
Reminders…
NO tutorials next week (and no 
lecture on Monday).

Step #3 of Research Assignment due 
October 18th 

Coming up…



Characteristics of Empires

Much larger territories

Armies with variety of weapons and 
manpower

Centrally controlled administration

Cultural management



Ancient India = the 
Intermittent Empire?



Age of 
Empires: Qin 

and Han China
(221 B.C.E. to 220 C.E.)





Shi Huangdi 
and the Qin 

Empire
221 – 206 B.C.E.



403-221 
B.C.E.



Shi Huangdi’s action plan
Centralized bureaucracy leading back 
to emperor

Standard laws, currency, weights and 
measures across territory

Standard Chinese written script





Shi Huangdi Tomb



Han Fei and Legalism



Principles of Legalism

Practical and efficient

Expand and strengthen state at all costs

Promote agricultural and military jobs





Han Empire
(206 B.C.E to 220 C.E.)



Liu Bang 
(256-195 

B.C.E.) and 
the Han 
Dynasty



Kong Fuzi 
(Confucius)

551-479 
B.C.E.



University 
Exam system 

based on 
CONFUCIANISM

Established 
124 B.C.E.



The Analects
= Compilation of Confucius’ 
sayings and teachings by his 

students



Principles of Confucianism

Moral, ethical, political, and practical

Ren = attitude of kindness and benevolence

Li = sense of propriety (courtesy, respect, and 
deference for elders and superiors)



Filial Piety and Ancestor Worship



Principles of Daoism

Focus on reflection and introspection

Understand natural principles and live in 
harmony with them

Dao = the way or the way of nature

Retreat from politics or administration





Han Imperial Expansion

Centralized bureaucracy

Roads and canals

Taxes 

Imperial Monopolies

Military invasion



Yellow Turban Rebellion,
184-205 C.E.



Characteristics of Empires

Much larger territories

Armies with variety of weapons and 
manpower

Centrally controlled administration

Cultural management


