
Reminders Research Assignment Step 
#3--returned on Moodle

Research Assignment Step 
#4: Due November 8th

No office hours on 
Wednesdaymenti.com

76 66 86 2



Islam after the death of Muhammad

Next leader?

Option 1:
Male relative

Ali

Option 2:
Closest friend

Abu Bakr
Shi’ites (Shia) Sunni



Umayyad Caliphate, 661-750

Capital: Damascus



Abbasid Caliphate, 750-1258

Capital: Baghdad



Conversion

•Who could be Muslim?
•Main difference between 

Umayyad and Abbasid 
policies



Women in Islam



Women in 
Islam

• Before Islam – Arab women had no legal 
status
• Qur’an and property rights
• Hadith – records of what Muhammad 

said/did
• Religious and sexual equality
• Change over time
• Influence of local cultures (example: 

Byzantine, Persian)



World 
travellers: 

Marco Polo 
and Ibn 
Battuta



“The earth is a very small world.” (Ibn Battuta)



English
ü German
ü French
ü Latin

Alphabet
ü Phoenician

Numbers
ü Arabic/Hindi

Printing
ü Chinese 

(moveable 
type)



2nd c. B.C.E. – 
4th c. C.E.: busy 
Mediterranean 
to China

5th-6th c. C.E.: busy 
trade route China 
to India/China to 
Central Asia



Political Promotion of Trade

Tang Dynasty, China:
618-907

Abbasid Dynasty, 
Islamic World:
750-1258







Marco Polo and Kublai Khan

1275-1292



Mongol Empire, 1294



Marco Polo: Return to Venice (1295)

A page from an early 15th century 
version of Marco Polo’s Book of the 

Marvels of the World

• Captured and taken 
prisoner in 1296
•Writes Description of the 

World or Book of the 
Marvels of the World in 
1298





Ibn Battuta and 
Muhammad ibn Tughluq

• Work as a qadi (Islamic 
judge)

• Common language of 
Arabic







Ibn Battuta’s 
travel memoir, A 
Masterpiece to 
Those Who 
Contemplate the 
Wonders of Cities 
and the Marvels of 
Travelling (after 
1354)



Marco Polo’s book with notes by 
Christopher Columbus



Al Safar project


