




Marco Polo and Kublai Khan

1275-1292



Mongol Empire, 1294



Marco Polo: Return to Venice (1295)

A page from an early 15th century 
version of Marco Polo’s Book of the 

Marvels of the World

• Captured and taken 
prisoner in 1296
•Writes Description of the 

World or Book of the 
Marvels of the World in 
1298





Ibn Battuta and 
Muhammad ibn Tughluq

• Work as a qadi (Islamic 
judge)

• Common language of 
Arabic







Ibn Battuta’s 
travel memoir, A 
Masterpiece to 
Those Who 
Contemplate the 
Wonders of Cities 
and the Marvels of 
Travelling (after 
1354)



Marco Polo’s book with notes by 
Christopher Columbus



Al Safar project

Instagram: alsafar_ibnbattuta



Love, Sex, and 
Marriage in Medieval 

Europe and Japan



Defining Cultural 
Frameworks

Social Norms and 
Behaviours
ü Religion
ü Artistic expression
ü Clothing
ü Social institutions
ü Literature
ü Political structures



"They eat every kind of 
flesh, even that of dogs 
and other unclean 
beasts, which nothing 
would induce a Christian 
to eat." 
--Description of the 
World

Marco Polo Ibn Battuta

“drunkards and 
swine eaters”
--The Travels of 
Ibn Battuta



Marriage as a 
Historical Subject

• Polygamy or monogamy
• As a social institution
• Relationship to property 

and inheritance
• Law and marriage



Marriage and Nobility

Comtessa de Dia 
(Beatriz de Dia): 
Southern France

Murasaki Shikibu: 
Japan



Love and Marriage: 
Connections

Why did people get 
married in medieval 
Europe and Japan?

Were love and 
marriage 
connected?

Did Social Status 
matter?



Courtly Love in 
medieval Europe



"A certain inborn suffering derived from the 
sight of and excessive meditation upon the 
beauty of the opposite sex, which causes each 
one to wish above all things the embraces of 
the other and by common desire to carry out 
all of love's precepts in the other's embrace."

Andreas Capellanus, The Art of Courtly Love 
(1184-86)



Chivalric Poetry

Ulric h von Liechtenstein, 
“The Service of Ladies” 
(1255)

Troubadours/Troubadoritz:
Comtessa de Dia (Beatriz de 
Dia, late 12th century)



Courtly love was…

üAristocratic
üRitualistic
üSecret
üLiterary
üAdulterous



Comtessa de Dia, 
“I Have Been in 
Heavy Grief”

“If only I could 
hold him
Naked in my arms 
one night!”



From James Brundage, Law, Sex, and 
Christian Society in medieval Europe 
(1990)



NO



YES



YES



YES

NO



GO AHEAD!!!!

BUT…
ü No fondling
ü No lewd kisses
ü No oral sex
ü No strange positions
ü Only once
ü Trying not enjoy it

GOOD LUCK!!

And make sure 
to wash 
afterwards…



ü Adultery = crime

ü Fornication = crime
ü Prostitution = legal



Love and 
Marriage in 
Heian Japan



Nobleman and 
principal wife

Nobleman and 
second wife or 

official concubine

Simple Affairs 
(nobleman and 

women of lower 
status)



Lady Murasaki 
Shikibu, 

The Tale of Genji 
(1000 C.E.)



Shinto

ü Natural objects 
possess a spirit

ü Worship of Great 
deities (like Sun 
Goddess)

ü Optimistic and guilt-
free

ü adaptable


