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The Crusades

“holy war” “jihad”



Al-Andalus
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Christian views of Judaism

Protection Persecution

üKeep religion
üPractice 

religion freely

ü Pestilence 
and 
contagion

Theodosian Code 
(5th century Roman Empire)



Christian views 
of Islam



Christians and Jews in the 
Islamic World



Dhimmis

• Special place in 
Qur’an

• “Peoples of the 
Book”

• Dhimmis = protected 
peoples

• Dhimma = pact
• Communal autonomy
• Jizya = tax





Al-Andalus



Muslims in Spain

• Umayyad invasion, 
711-721

• Muslims in Spain 
until 1492

Alhambra, Granada



Mosque in Cordoba





Christians and Jews in Al-Andalus

ü Advisors
ü Neighbours
ü Coworkers
ü Economic partners
ü Customers
ü Tradesmen
ü Spouses 

Muslim commentary on Aristotle 
printed by Italian Christian, 1483



Christian 
and 

Muslim 
conflict 

over 
Spain

750-1492



The Crusades





Alexius I Comnenus of 
Byzantium

Seljuk Turks



• Great victory 
against 
Byzantium in 
1071

• Occupation 
of Jerusalem



“Undertake this 
journey for the 

remission of your 
sins, with the 

assurance of the 
imperishable glory of 

the kingdom of 
heaven.” 

(Pope Urban II, 
Clermont, 1095)



Crusades and 
Jews

• Attacks in 
Rhineland, 
Germany (1096)

• Image by Auguste 
Migette (1802-
1884) depicting 
the 1096 massacre 
of Jews in Metz, 
Germany
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